
Writing a Lab Report (Chemistry)  

The process of writing a lab report can be daunting, especially when you’re enrolled in multiple labs 

per week. Never fear, though! This resource will allow the task to come as a second nature! In the 

words of Julie Andrews, a very good place to start would be the beginning. 

 

If you happen to be a STEM major, chances are you will have to become familiar with writing a lab 

report. Lab reports are a way of documenting and interpreting the data you collect 

throughout your experiment. Be aware that biology and chemistry lab reports will 

have slight differences, depending on your instructor’s preferences. Your lab report 

should begin with the experiment number, title of study, name(s) of the authors, course number, 

and lab section. It should be centered at the top of the first page. 

 

Title + Three Sections: 

 

                  

     Title 

 

     Introduction 

 

 

     Procedure 

 

 

     Results/Discussion 
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Introduction    Bold or underline, no indentation    

The introduction should present the concept being investigated and provide  
background information. State your purpose for conducting the experiment. Your  
introduction should also state the experiment’s importance/relevance.  List and explain 
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Results and Discussion               May be separated into two sections.  

Results                    Interpreting figures/tables 
 
This is where any figures and tables  should be displayed. Make sure each figure  
has a relevant and detailed title, and a short explanation that describes what each      
figure represents. Here are a few examples of tables/figures. These figures should be 
located right before the text portion of the “Results” section. On the next page will be 
an example of said text portion.   
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Discussion                  
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These are some examples of citations in the bibliography section. Sources should 


