


PERSPECTIVES ON SUCCESS
She had a tough upbringing being the child of an alcoholic mother and

an absent father. Her mother made poor decisions inflicting trauma on

her children, causing them to have to grow up at a young age. They had

to navigate the world, learn life lessons, and endure trauma all on their

own. She learned a lot of valuable lessons like being independent and

never giving up. It was her dream to be able to afford a grand house

with a brand-new luxury car. Not having an attentive and present

mother gave rise to Lavinia committing a plethora of mistakes.

 The year was 1985, the year Alfredo decided to make the journey across

the US-Mexico border. He was unsure if it was worth the risk of coming

to America. However, his friends and his family who were already in

America, had convinced him it was for the best. The journey across was

difficult, strenuous, and laborious. He had begun the trip with a group of

friends who had connections to help them cross. He was detailing the
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 This was inspiring for him, seeing a strong

independent woman was a total blindside to him.

Especially being from Mexico where the woman is

never independent or a provider. He jumped from

carpeting, and roofing, and even was a cook for a

little bit as well. Lavinia pushed him to find a better-

paying job that also treated him better. He ended up

finding a job where he would forge steel and has been

working there for the past thirty years. Alfredo was

optimistic about starting this job, ᾴThis was the first

job that I really saw myself becoming successful at,

everything was going well for me here.ᾶ Lavinia was

reassuring him that this was going to be a good

decision for the both of them. ᾴI kept telling him to

just go and see how it is, you never know how it might

be. You might like it,ᾶ she pushed him and pushed

him and in the end, it was worth it all. They went from

struggling and living paycheck to paycheck to living

comfortably without the worry of expenses. She was

also interested in working in the medical field so to

achieve that she went to school to get her GED. After

this, she enrolled in a community college where she

earned her degree in medical assisting. Alfredo

helped pay for her schooling as well as made sure she

made it to class without any worries. He helped her

as best as he could as he wanted her to be successful

and attempt to amend the mistakes she made as a

young troubled teen. Lavinia stated, ᾴItᾱs important to

understand you made a mistake and learn from it.ᾶ

He understood her life and upbringing were not the

easiest and wanted her to achieve the goals that she

could not achieve. Lavinia was grateful that he cared

and wanted her to be successful too. They built each

other up and wanted success for both of them.

Alfredo preferred to be the sole provider but he

decided that the traditional way of thinking was not

always the best way of thinking. It was drastically

different from his traditional way of thinking as in

Mexico itᾱs considered taboo for a mother to be

working. Alfredo claimed ᾴWhere I come from the

woman is never supposed to be working, she is

supposed to be the one who cleans the house and

takes care of the children. Like how my parents

were.ᾶ 

“SHE PUSHED HIM
AND PUSHED HIM
AND IN THE END, IT
WAS ALL WORTH
IT.”

“IT’S IMPORTANT
TO UNDERSTAND
YOU MADE A
MISTAKE AND
LEARN FROM IT”
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Lavinia was offended by this conventional way of life as she thought it was

degrading to her because she was a woman. ᾴJust because Iᾱm a woman

does not mean I canᾱt work, a woman can be strong and independent too,ᾶ

she exclaimed pridefully. Coming from a different country with a

completely different culture can be a bit of a struggle to adjust to. Lavinia

struggled to adjust to Alfredo's viewpoints, but she grew to be patient and

understand him. Alfredo was satisfied with his life and career, he was in a

comfortable position. Lavinia was not satisfied with this, she wanted him to

advance on because she was understanding of the fact that Alfredo had the

potential. He was intelligent and good at working with his hands, he was

capable of being able to advance on. In Mexico, most of the time people

stay with a comfortable lifestyle rather than advance. In America, people

prefer to continue climbing the ranks to become better. This was a major

shift compared to what Alfredo grew up with in Mexico, a location where

people arenᾱt focused on materialistic things. Coming from a small village

to a big city, the differences in their perspectives on success are evident.

People in cities are more materialistic compared to those in small villages

in a country with major economic issues. Most people from these villages

are grateful that they are even in a position to afford basic necessities.

This is the story of my parents. Coming from a different country with

different cultural beliefs truly has a major effect on what kind of person

they are. Having a different upbringing can also mean a different view on

things in life. Different emotional, economic, or social life can all depend on

how a person grew up. My father's upbringing was positive, laborious, and

tough. In the Mexican culture, the man of the house must have a strong

and stable job. A good relationship with their family is also important to the

Mexican culture. However, in America, it is quite different. Based on what

Lavinia learned growing up, Americans prefer to always keep advancing



PERSPECTIVES ON SUCCESS
He no longer was satisfied with the bare minimum,

instead, he began to want to advance as well. Her

view on success influenced my father's view on

success greatly. A piece of advice they believe in is

“Do not settle for the bare minimum, it is important to

keep making advancement and progress, or else you

won’t get much far in this life.” They both believe in

this statement. You must never doubt yourself

because everyone is capable of doing incredible

things in life. No one is ever not smart enough, not

rich enough, or not nice enough. As long as you push

yourself and you have confidence in yourself, you can


